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NOTICE:  

The next meeting will be held on July 6, 2009 at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church,  
33 N. Clay Ave, Ferguson, MO 63135 

 

NOW HEAR THIS 
 

 
FROM THE BRIDGE 

INTERESTING FLORIDA 
BOATS 

 
by 
 

COMMODORE JIM 
 

My wife Diane and I recently had a great 
opportunity to visit some friends at their place in 
Fort Myers, Florida.  This is not a bad thing to do 
starting in early March, when the St. Louis high 
temperatures are thirty degrees with snow flurries.  
When we arrived at Fort Myers, the temps were in 
the low to mid eighties, with sunny skies…. 
 
During our stay, I searched about to find some 
interesting boats, both model and full-sized, that I 
might find in a part of the US where I previously 
had not been.  If you do a little searching, it’s 
amazing what you can find and photograph.  One of 
the more interesting facets of Fort Myers is the 
historic connection with Thomas Edison and his 
close friend Henry Ford. 
 
Just after the turn of the twentieth century, it seems 
that Mr. Edison had discovered that Florida was a 

nice warm place to be in the winter, and he was in 
search of a means to produce synthetic rubber.  So 
he built and nice home along the river, with a 
nearby laboratory for his experiments.  He invited 
Mr. Ford down, and Henry also liked the area, 
building a winter cottage next door to that of Mr. 
Edison.  Today these two homes and grounds have 
been preserved and one can pay them a visit. 
 
While going through the museum, I ran across a 
couple of interesting model boats. The first is that of 
Ford’s yacht, the Scailia.  It is a fine looking craft, 
steam powered.  Henry loaned it to the US Navy 
during WW I for use as a subchaser.  After the War, 
the Navy returned it to him.  The second model boat 
is that of Edison’s Reliance.  The real boat could 
cruise up and down the river and was normally 
docked at the Edison estate.  It was powered by 
Edison’s new invention, nickel iron alkaline 
batteries, and had an operating rage of 70 miles 
before it needed recharging.  I found this latter boat 
really interesting in that Edison was essentially 
using in full size what we still use for our model 
boats – rechargeable batteries! 
 
Also on display at the museum was this photo of 
Mr. Edison inspecting an old US submarine, which 
used Edison batteries when operating underwater.  



Again, until nuclear boats came along, this was the 
way submarines operated for roughly fifty years.  
He’s on the deck of an E Class Boat, before WW I.  
The date on the photo shows December, 1915. 
 
Having found those interesting models and the 
photo, I next found that our stay included some time 
out on the beach and along the Gulf.  An interesting 
cruise, especially for kids, is on a pirate ship, which 
can also be rented for parties.  So if you have been 
looking for an excuse to own one of those neat 
ready-to-run plastic pirate ships, here’s a possibility. 
 
Also while we were on the beach, the US Coast 
Guard took some particular interest in a departing 
cabin cruiser.  They seem to be in a hurry regardless 
of where they are headed.  This little number has an 
inflatable hull and twin outboard motors.  It would 
make an interesting model for those who like fast 
boats. 
 
Finally, having looked at models and boats out on 
the water, I decided it was time to actually take a 
boat ride.  So we signed up for a sunset cruise on a 
boat out of Captiva Island.  Our vessel was the Lady 
Chadwick, a neat little craft that would make a nice 
model.  It had twin screws and a shallow draft, a 
good thing since the water around these islands was 
only four feet deep.  It had twin Cat diesel engines.  
I had a nice discussion with its young captain, who 
claimed that he had never gotten it aground such 
that he couldn’t keep moving. 
 
On our return trip home, we stopped at Savannah, 
Georgia.  Savannah has a very busy port, with lots 
of container ship traffic.  While having lunch 
alongside the river, we watched several container 
ships arriving and leaving.  From only 100 yards 

from our table, those things are huge!  They really 
towered above our table. 
 
The point of my tale here is to remind you to have 
your camera ready and to be on the lookout for 
some interesting boats wherever you go.  You never 
know when you might stumble across something 
that begs to be modeled……… 
 
Commodore Jim 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

============================================ 
 
July 6, 2009 sail at St. Ferdinand Lake 1:00-5:00PM (weather permitting) and 5:00 PM Dinner at Applebee’s, 
2309 N Highway 67, Florissant, MO 63033, and 7:00 PM meeting at St. Stephens Church. 
 

Grafton Display – June 27-28, 2009 - The Saturday start is10:00 AM until 5:00 PM and the Sunday 
starting time is 12:00 noon to 5:00 PM; allow one hour set up time. Towboat tours start at noon each day  

Regatta at Union Station – September 19-20 
Paducah Display – late September, date to be determined 
 

*************************************************** ******* 
Membership Dues   ###Please take note of the following:  ### 
 
Dues for new members will be prorated on a per month basis based upon our beginning of May 1st dues.   
Please make checks (no cash) payable to “St Louis Admirals R/C Model Boat Club” in the amount of $30.00.  
Send checks (no cash) to  
 
Dave St. Clair  
4623 Dulin Creek Road  
House Springs, MO 63051   
PS If you would like to have your e-mail address included for receipt of the Broadside and other publications, 
please include it on a separate sheet of paper, to my attention.  If you have moved since your last renewal, 
please note change of address, etc.       
 
Thank you, Dave St. Clair 
=============================================================================== 

St. Louis Admirals RC Model Boat Club 
MINUTES FOR JUNE 1, 2009 

 
Commodore Jim opened the meeting at 7:20 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.   This was the first meeting 
where we had the Club’s new U.S. flag for our opening pledge  
 
At the time of the meeting, it was reported that Ray Sepanski broke his ankle; otherwise all members were in 
good health. 
 
The Minutes from the May meeting were passed out to the attendees and approved as published. 
 

 



The Treasurer’s Report was made and approved.  Our balance is increasing as a result of membership dues 
being received.  All members were reminded that it is now time to renew your memberships and submit you 
dues to Membership Chairman Dave St. Clair. 
 
The Club had a successful outing at the Alton Lock and Dam Show, with a good representation of our 
members and boats.  What was lacking was the other people at the event.  A very poor showing of the public 
was the result of not properly marketing the event.  Future attendance by our Club will be reviewed, as each 
such event costs our Club funds for the insurance.  The next public event will be the Great Rivers Towboat 
Festival on June 27 and 28.  The date for Paducah was announced as being September 26, and the members 
expressed an interest in participating. 
 
The Club picnic will be held on June 6 at the residence of our late Commodore Tom O’Dell. 
 
Commodore Jim held a discussion on the awarding of trophies at our upcoming Regatta at Union Station on 
September 19-20.  We will encourage that trophies be awarded to amateur boat builders, not professional 
builders.  This will be clarified in the Regatta Rules.  Every person who displays one or more boats will have 
to register and pay the appropriate registration fees in order to have boat(s) on our tables.  We now have an 
adequate supply of submarine models for the planned trophies.  We need to coordinate with Secretary Ray 
Sepanski on the trophy plaque materials. 
 
The Indianapolis Admirals Model Boat Club is having a Fun Run in Carmel, IN on June 27 at the city-
reflecting pond.  More info is available from Commodore Jim. 
 
Show and Tell  - Paul Kirby made a presentation of an interesting wood boat puzzle that resembles a 
battleship. 
 
Commodore Jim made a presentation on trimming of model boats using the concept of “moments.”  One first 
finds the center of gravity (CG) of the boat and then adjusts weight by varying the weight versus the distances 
from the CG.  Vice Commodore Dave provided a handout and gave a presentation on electrical symbols used 
in electric and electronic circuit diagrams. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 PM. 
 
Minutes presented by Commodore Jim. 
 
   
Raffle: 
 The winners of this months raffle are Steve O’Dell and Jim Schwinkendorf. 
         

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Tentative 2009 meeting dates are:  

    
   August 3, 2009 

September 8? Or 14, 2009    October 5, 2009  November 2, 2009      December 7, 2009 
September 19 and 20, 2009 Regatta   
Subject to availability by St. Stephen’s Church. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------  
 
 



      Picnic- June 6, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The following people 
enjoyed the picnic: 
Chuck Greco, 
Ed & Janet Gant,  
Norm Kalaskie,   
Fred Hoeffken,  
Paul Kirby,  
George & Judy Kirby 
and George’s sister 
Betty; Todd Bray,  
Magi Colgan,  
Luther & Geneva 
Disher,  
Jim Schwinkendorf, 
Mike Alligood,  
Dave St. Clair,  
John Ziemer, Walt Reed 
and friend Mary Reed, 
Bob Chapman and Jane 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Kathy O’Dell-Duncan   Steve O’Dell 
 
Ellen O’Dell 
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THANK YOU - Chuck Greco        
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George 
Kirby 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to,  
Kathy Duncan and family, Steve O’Dell 
and Ellen O’Dell 

Norm Kalaskie 
Ed & Janet Gant 



  

Ice-cream stick ship sails for England  
Tue Apr 8, 12:35 PM ET  
DEN OEVER, The Netherlands (Reuters) - A Viking ship made from ice cream sticks set sail for England from the 
Netherlands on Tuesday.  

 

The 15-metre (50-foot) long ship, named after the Norse god Thor, is made from 15 
million recycled ice-cream sticks glued together by U.S.-born stuntman Robert 
McDonald, his son and more than 5,000 children. 
"If you can dream it you can do it ... I want to teach children that anything is possible," 
McDonald said. 
Badly injured as a child in a gas explosion that killed the rest of his family, he has 
loaded his ship with cuddly toys and plans to reach London and visit children in 
hospitals. 
He and his crew hope to cross the Atlantic later on the ancient Viking route to North 
America via Iceland and Greenland. 

(Reporting by Catherine Hornby; Editing by Charles Dick) 
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The USS J.F.K. Docking in Malta - IMPRESSIVE!�
�
�

Have you ever considered how ���  a U.S. carrier really is??????  
   

This shot gives a good relationship of its size to something else like buildings, cars etc. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  
              
          

 
 
 

 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOP 
 

Jim Schwinkendorf  
2415 Silver Lake Est. Dr. 

Pacific, MO 63069 
 


