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The Showboat 
Goldenrod, built in 
1909, is the largest 
showboat ever built, 
and through the years 
has played to millions 
of people on 
America’s inland 
waterways.  She has 
been moored on the St 
Louis levee just a short 
distance away from 
where the magnificent 
Gateway Arch stands 
today since 1937, 
where she originally 
tied up for a two week 
stay.  She is the last 
authentic showboat 
surviving on the 
Mississippi and in 1967 
was dedicated a 
Registered National 
Historic Landmark by 

the U.S. Department of the Interior, after a four year restoration program.   
 
St. Charles 
In 1989, Goldenrod was purchased by the city of St. Charles for $300,000 and moved to the historic 
Missouri River town. She was restored and renovated, costing the city about 3.5 million dollars over 
the next 12 years. The dinner theater continued to operate as a popular attraction. In 2001, she was 
run aground after Missouri River levels ran low. Goldenrod was closed due to Coast Guard structural 
repair requirements. The repair estimates were much higher than expected, and the City Council 
decided to sell her in 2002. 
 
Sale 
When no one offered to buy her, the council decided to give her away. Four groups submitted 
proposals, and the council chose Lewis and Clark Landing, a firm headed by John Schwarz. 
Goldenrod was moved to storage near the Poplar Street Bridge in downtown St. Louis. Later she was 
moved to Kampsville, Illinois, where she is currently (as of July 2011) moored on the Illinois River. 
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Jim Schwinkendorf  
2415 Silver Lake Est. Dr. 

Pacific, MO 63069  

 
Checkered Flag Hobby 
5444 S Lindbergh 
St Louis, MO 63123 

This is the San Francisco, 
California club – looks like 
the age of the membership 
is similar to our club. 


